
The Children Index

improves

communication

between social

services, health

services and

others who work

with children and

young people.

What is the 
East Sussex 
Children Index?

You can find out more
by contacting:

www.eastsussex.gov.uk/irt

The Children Index Team
10 Pembury Road
Eastbourne 
East Sussex BN23 7HQ

Phone: 01323 767355
Email: irt@eastsussex.gov.uk
Website: www.eastsussex.gov.uk/irt

The Data Protection Officer
East Sussex County Council
County Hall
St Anne’s Crescent
Lewes
East Sussex BN7 1SG

Phone: 01273 482167
Email: dataprotection@eastsussex.gov.uk

To get a copy of this leaflet in large print,
Braille, cassette tape or in a different
language, call 01323 767355.

Printed and published by East Sussex County Council, 
January 2005.



Why do we need a 
Children Index?
At the moment each agency working
with children and young people
holds its own records, so information
is kept in lots of different places.

This makes it difficult for practitioners 
to find out which other agencies 
are involved. Practitioners are people
working with children.

The new system will let all the
agencies share basic information and
see what other services are being
provided to a child or young person.

This will help children and young
people get help earlier, and make
sure their needs are better met.

What information will 
be held?
The Children Index brings together
basic information about all children
and young people aged 17 and
under.

The information held for each child or
young person is their name, address,
date of birth and the contact
information for the services they are
entitled to. This includes the name of
their GP and which nursery, school
or college they go to. 

What other information
could be added and why?
A teacher, social worker or playlink
worker, for example, may provide 
an additional service to a child or
young person. 

They can add their contact details 
to the Children Index to let other
practitioners know they are involved. 

This allows practitioners to contact
each other and then work together
to offer a child or young person the
most appropriate support.

Keeping information
confidential
Only authorised practitioners
working with children and young
people can see records on the
Children Index.

There will be no personal records
held on the Children Index, it is only
for contact details. 

Access to the Children Index is strictly
controlled on a need-to-know basis.

High standards
There is a simple guide to the rules
on sharing information. 

This will make sure that everyone
works to the best standards to
respect privacy.

It also makes sure the right
information is shared with the right
people. 

Can I see the information
on the Children Index?
You have the right to see information
held about your child. 

Sometimes an older child may have
the right to stop someone looking at
their information.

You can apply to see this
information by contacting the
Children Index team. 

You can also discuss this directly
with the practitioner who is working
with you or your child.
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