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Dear Sir Michael

Interim Report

At a recent meeting of this Council's Cabinet, Members received a summary of the interim
report produced by your Inquiry. It was agreed that the following comments be submitted
to you:

e That the outcome of the review should not be prejudged by the Government.

e That there should be a real commitment to giving Local Government proper autonomy
and responsibility.

e That the review should be about the functions rather than the structure of Local
Government.

e That any Local Government finance system should be fair, transparent and based on
peopie’s ability to pay.

e That the increasing imbalance of central/local funding in Local Government be
addressed.

» That the review recognises and promotes the value of Local Government's democratic
mandate.

e That any final decision should be taken by local people rather than by Central
Government.

It is likely that we will also be sending in comments on the questions you raise at the next
phase of the report.
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I hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely

Viv MacDonald
Head of Policy



